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SANYASIS, 





. 
*Sanydsis form a caste of itinerant mendicants of the “Name ot 
Suiva order known genorally as Sanydsis aud ave found the caste. 
thinly spread in the districts of Kolar, Tlassan and Mysore. 
The only resemblance they havo to Brahman Sanyasis . 
is Wearing orange-voloured clothes, and living by begging 
to which they are initiated by a Lingayet priest. They are 
kuown,as Jangama Kapulu. Soimetimes they are identifiod 
with, Sudugddu Siddas m Hassan and Mysore as being like 
Jhéin the fevotees of Siva, the lord of the burial ground. 
hey are hereditdry claimants of Nelaldga, tho fees of ths 
poral ground, though a Kulavadi generally receives the 
tnount, a portion of the collections boing given over to 
thom whenever.a claim is mado, Li contradistinction from 
luingayct Jangans they call themselves as (Hhanta Jangans 
as ley carry a bell with them to eonounce their arrival ab 
a new phicg for alms. 
Their home language is ‘elugu though they havo 
picked up Kannada, the language of their adopted country. 
They beliove they are tha descondants of the Jangams Origin of 
(tite Bingayet veces) who had taken « vow of celibacy the caste 
and mendiganvy, bat unable to observe them, lived with 
Pelugu Képn or Gangadikér women. Tn accordance with 
this reputed origin, tlteir status i tnuch lower than that of 
tlt Liugayet Jangams.* i 
Telugu" and Kannada Sanydsis, Sudugadu Siddas, Indoga 
Honntru Babaiyn Jangams and Ptisalu or Sanchalu Jan- mous 
gams- form their chief endogamous divisions. They Divisions 
genorally do not go ont of their division for bridos but 
Telugu Bainpdste seom to have no objection to intermgrry 
with Kannada Sanydsis. Hounur Babaiya Jangamalu 
remain ontirely separate cither for marriage alliances or 
partaking of food, as their religions boliofs are tinged with 
trades of Mohamimadanism, 


Hxogamous Divisions aro found in the appondix ar- Exopamong 
ranged acvotding as they are rolatod as Congauguinous Divisions 
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brothers or marriageable relations with each other. ‘The 
names of these divisions are traced to their original terri- 
tory situated in the Telugu country. 

Personal names are selected from thoge of their ite- 
lary deities. Names ag Pétla, (buffalo or a male animal), 
and Tippa (manure heap) are sometimes usod ; but ‘uch 
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Genoral 
rules of 
marriage 


Marriage 
velations 


names are only rarely piven. 

A girl may be married before she attains puberty bub 
it ig more common to celebrate the marriage later. Very 
often, the sou-in-law remains in his father-in-law’s house | 
until he becomes a father of tivo or threé children before he 
settles elsewhere. There is no harm if a woman retains 
unmarried, bué gonorally all women are marriéd within five 
‘or six years of thoir attaining the age of womtanhogd. 
Males are genorally married after they are twonty years 
of age. : 
Sexual license before marriage is not tolerated except 
to the extent that a woman who is seduced by a umn ofthe 
same caste may become his Kritiye wife. “He haa, to pal a 
fine of seven rupees to the caste, If he ig already married 
and does not wish to encumber himself further, ho will 
have to recompense her by paying some money and a few 
pallas of ragi that sho may maintain herself till sho can 
find some one, io give her the status of a Kiitiye wife, 
Ohildven of such unions are marriod to such as,siand in a 
similar position. : 

An elder sistex’s daughter is preferred to any othor 
to he taken in marriage, and a paternal aunt's and mater. 
nal ynele’s daughter comes next There is no objection to 
marrying two sisters at the same time or successively ; or 
in two families oxchanging danghtors, “ The recognised 
profession of the caste being mendicancy, some who livo 
by selling beads such as Sanchala* Jangaimnalu or Pisala 
Jangamalu are considered inferior, and others do not as a 
rule intermarry with them. 


Ceremonies On the day a girl attaius her age, she is kept outside 
observed at the houso in a shed of green leaves of angadi (#o7%8) which 


a women’s 


puberty 


is pul.up by her father or husband and if she is nob married, 
by an intended husband. Two or three girls koep her 
company and amuse her with Naluyu, which is to smear her 
body and face with twmeric powder and adorn her head 
with wreaths of flowers. During this period she is given ri¢h 
food consisting of sesainum, jaggory, dliall and plantains. 
After her meal sheis anointed with gheo and bathed. On 


the morning of the third day, the shed or some portions of its 
matorials are burnt at a distance, and the girl bathes before 
getting into the house. Qn the fifth and seventh day she 
again bathes and sprinkles over her head the urine of a cow 
to purify herself from pollution, + She might henceforth 
toudh the utensils in the houso and enter the kitchen., 
In the two gnéceeding periods of monthly sickness, she 
nimilarly lives outside and drinks cow’s urine after bathing 
hutaftorwards she has only to bathe aftor the occurrence of 
sickness, es 


Some month¢ before the marriage, the bridegroom in Mavringe 
the tompany of his parents or other elders visits the in- ceremonies 
tended bridé’s house and presents botel-leaves, nuts and 
frgits. ‘The match is formally settled and the period for 
which the intended son-in-law has to remain in his fa- 
ther-in-law’s house is fixed. On the settlement of these 
mattérs, betel-leaves and nuts are distributed among the 
persons assemiled and sometimes they are invited to dine 
at*the bride’s house, : 

For’ performing the marbiage, » Monday is deemed 
lucky. The services of an astrologer for finding the proper 
day are rarely sought for. ‘he initial eeremouy takes place 
on a Sunday and is styled the applying of saffron to the 
bridal pair (a-sgRBs;, The girl after bathing dresses 
herself in a new suit of clothes and puts on new bangles 
and floworst. Tho bridegroom shaves Iris faco, pares his 
nails, bathes and puts ov toe-rings. 


* On Monday, a round pandal of twelve pillars is put 
up before the house of the bride and another before that 
of the bridogroom. Underneath the pandal in front of 
the bride's house? a milk post of Kallt wood is pitched and 
its top is decorated with the loaves of Honge or Atti tree. 
dn the interior of cacl house they instal three stones or a 
Kalasa to ropresent their tutelary doity which is either, 
, Gurumirti or Chokkamma Dévarn over a bed of rice spread 
ona plank. In front of the deity they burn a light fed 
with ghee, and spread an de consisting of boiled rice and 
curds over a plantain leaf, Tor the purposes of other 
marriage ceremonies they consecrate another Kalase to be 
portable, The brido’s father or her brother and in’ the 
absence of both, the bridegroom, offers piija to the doity by 
placing over it flowers and sandal paSie und burning in- 
cense. A ho-goat is sacrificed in the bridegroom's house 
and a sho-goal in that of the brido. Tf the disty 
worshipped happons to be Chokkamma, the slwughtorod 
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animal is concealod behind a screen. ‘Theflesh of bath the 
victiins is mixed and served to the bridal pavly, At thé end 
of tho feast, the bride and the bridegroom aro treated with 
Nalagu. : 
« On the following day in the morning, ‘embilos arg 
distributed to the marriage guests, in order of precedouce, 
“Tn tho afternoon, a potter is made to sit, evhibiting his pots 
under a tree and two men are employed in decorating thorn 
with lines of chunam, ‘Iwo Néralé twigs ave planted in 
tio pits near the place. A party of married women and’ 
men going in procession, buy his pots after presenting 
him with a fumbéla and provisions including oil andeonp- 
nut for-a bath, They also bear the washermen’s charge for 
-wasghing his clothes that day. The Néra/? twigs uve pulled 
out by the women and carried with them to tie up to fhe 
milk post by way of decoration. In the meanwhile the 
bridegrom has paid twelve rupees as fer (bride pri¢e) to 
the bride’s father and given preacnts to thebride gf a white 
Sire and some quantity of pepper, garlic und spicos. 

In front of the Milk Post, five plantain Itavos aro. 
spread in each of two rows, and some sweet cakes nref 
placed on them, ‘There offerings are meant for Rudra 
and Virabhadra. One of the elderly men of tho caste ties 
a Tinge on the arm of the bridegroom and one on that of 
the bride, Le answers for Rudra and another acting for 
the deity Virabhadra, both blow on conch shelts’ and ring 
holls and then eat up the cakes on the leaves, 

In the course of the night, Arivéni or the sacred pots 
brought from the place where the potter had exhibited 
lus wares in the afternoon aro installed ovor u bed of 
manuro spread opposite to the tutelary*doity Gurnmirti 
or the Milk Post. Lamps fad with castor oil are Vit in 
saucers placed over these potite k ‘ 

On Wed, esday morning, the nails of tho bridal pair 
are pared by a barber and after their bath Nalagu’ is per- 
formed ‘he bride and the bridegroom dioss themselves 
at their best and after tying chaplots to tho head of cach 
other, enter the marriage booth. ‘Then the parties go in 
Separete processions to an appoted spot, where a washer- 
mait spreads a cloth for the whole party to sit on. 
As they meet, a screen separates the bride and bride- 
groom, but they *tie tho fankuna to each othor putting 
forth thea hands over the sereen, ‘I'he bride pushes 
hor foot helow tho screen, and stepping over it, the 
bridegroom tjes the {dé round her neck, aftor obtaining 
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tho* formal content of the assembly. The conple then 
pour rics over each other’s hoad. Then the elders of the 
caste knot together their fingers and tie the ends of their 
clothes and the married couple prostrate themselves before 
the assembly and receive their blessings, ‘This part consti- 
tute$ the dhiré or the essential part of the marriage. 


,,, Dinner isssorved to the whole party assembled for the 
dhe, when the new bridal pair do ptja to the arwiui. 
Alor this the Simasanu pija is performed, for which a 
‘ qudntity of betol-leaves and nuts ave heaped over a blanket, 
anc incense burnt “*hefore it, conch shell and bell being 
sounfcd. The bridegroom repeats the varions names of 
Siva and presents the first éémbila tothe priest. Thon 
the Wotam-Pedda (the head of the caste) Gnudigddu’ 
(pijari) and Buddhivanta (wise man) each in order receivo 
their shave, ‘Then the various functionarics of the village 
and the other persons present are given timbila in order, 


. ° 
. , ho the evening, the bridegroom with his bride worship 
an‘anthild and Carrying some of its earth, raise an altar 
vith it round the milk post and place a quantity of cooked 
vice over it, and bofore each of the pillars of the pandal. 
Nalugn is again performed at this alter, With a toy 
plough, tho bridegroom ploughs tho soil round tho milk 
post while the bride throws seods into the furrows, as her 
brother goads his new brother-in-law with a stick, 


Music and dancos are eschowed in their marriages. 


+ ‘The expenses of marriage generally amount to about 
thirty-five rupees of which twolve is tne fera or bride price, 
{Sur or five rupges t! oe price of small ornaments, and a simi- 
lar amouyt, of cloths, the remainder being used for’ food 
and drink, : 

Polygamy is rate, and nofyaudry unknown. 


Marriage of widows in /déike form is permitted. A Widow 
svidow may not marry any of hor hngband’s gniitis anc has Marriage. 
‘alst to avoid those of her father’s sept. The essential 

portion of the ceremony is for the husband to tie a string 
of rudrdkshi beads round her neck in the presence of the 
elders of the caste, Such a woman cannot take part in, cere- 
monial functions, and she loses all claim over the property 
and the children left by -her deceased bnsband. 


Hither party may obtain a divorce After paying some pivorco, 
fine to the casto, anda divorced woman may apparently 
marry another man in iltite form. If the wife is guilty 
of adultery, her paramour has to pay the hugbagd all his 
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martia:e expenses and the cost of her Fowels, togefhor 
with a fine of seven rupees to tho caste and half the 
amount of tera to her father, Téa wife is divorced with- 
out her fault, she does not lose her right to maintendnee, 
as she would for adultery. Adultery involves loss of cate. 
~If the husband condones the offenee, he has to pay a fino 
of seven rupees, in addition to two rupees far keeping the 
woman in caste. Sometimes, the seducer is also mado td 
pay a fine of seven rupees, 


At the approach of death, tho petient is generally 
removed to a verandah or other sheltered spoi outside the 
house Some water in which gold or the leaves of the 
sacred Tulasi plant are washed is poured into his, mouth, 
The legs are crossed before vigor mortis gots in. The 
body is washed withewarm water and smeared over with 
ashes, and wrapped in new cloth. <A string of beads is 
placed round the neck, and pounded betel-legves and 
nut stuffed in the month, tho body placed if an yp- 
right position on a bier of Kalli wood. ‘The corpse of an, 
unmarried person is carried to the gravesard slung on a 
single bamboo stick. Flowers are placed over the body, 
incense is burnt before it and some cooked vice kept at the 
corners of the bier hefore it is carriod to,tho last resting 
place. The chief mourner goes in front of the body with 
a pot in which cookod rice is takon, and thy procession 
goes along with conches blowing and bells vinging, Fonr 
persons carry the body and rest it half way on tho ground, 
when rice is again served at the four corners of the bier. 
The body is stripped of all clothing and buried with ibs 
head.towards the south. Some halls of yididti are placed 
along with if, and the son and the wile of (he decoatod throw 
in the first clods of earth te fill the grave. A stone about 
two feet high is planted ovor ‘the grave, and rice aud water 
ave placed over it for the use of the departed spirit. ‘The 
mourners all return to tho house, in whieh at tlio place, 
where the deceased breathed his last, a lamp is kept burning 
and some food and water placed. They prostrate themselves 
before the lamp, and repair to the nearcst tavern to have 
a carouse for the peace of the departed soul, which they 
euphemistically style “ touching the Ganeamma.” 


On the third day the houge is cleaned and white- 
washed. Some rico boiied with the flesh of a fowl, and 
polses and greens is placed over the grave, to bo oaten up 
hy crows, in which the spirié of the doc axed is supposed 
lo havé taken its temporary abode, ‘Tho enrriors 

e 


7 


get'yid of thei taint of contamivation by bathing on 
the “third day and drinking some cow’s urine. ‘The 
relatives of the principal mmourner have to visit him before 
thegwelfth day; otherwise thoy should meet only afte: ex- 
changing cups and botel-ledves in a-tavern. . 


Tho sdtale js got rid of on the twelfth day, when the old: 
groking p ts are thrown away and replaced by new ones, 
“hey prepave their food that day under a new pandal with 
,nexy sarthdn pots, and they are allowed to eat flesh of a goat or 
*shoop for the first tie after mourning. ‘The deceased man’s. 
son voes with the pajari and drowns au earthen image of a 
bull ih wator., This ceremony, called jaldidi (=2*), is said to 
onablo the spirit to live in water in the form of a bull till in its. 
goed tinfe, itis called up to heaven. The widow removes her 
bangles and rdéli; and ifa man has become a widower, he 
removes his toe-rings on the twel!th day. ‘Che pajdri is then 
presented with floworsand a dalshina of 4 pies by exch of the 
party wh& prostrate themselves at his feet, and have their 
forbheads toudttatl with ribhdé by him. hoy all retugn 
iter bathing in water, and the chief mourner is given some 
levuol to dvink, ‘This is styled inilk drinking (e-et2zya), 
hey have a look at the lamp at the place of death once 
Rea and repair to the tavern to finish the mouruing with 
drink, 


Tho last part of tho funcral rites consists of cnrolling 
the departed soul among the ancestors (@xoxtteta), 
AlPimage of n bull (cow), and a 1:eceptacle for ol are made 
of vico flow by tho Puja. The latter is lighted witha 
wiek ‘and the lamp and the buil are placed ou a sieve made 
of a fow tyigs, Afber offering pija these things are lifted 
towards the sky, and the Pajéri aid the mous ners all repeat 
the formula Go to +Kailasa Wfding on to the tail of the 
cow (SHON SOD Byrtrasey”, 

They perform no yearly Srodthas, but sometimes 
. tea offerings of new cloths, fruits aud flowers on the 
préve on some festive days. 


No special ceremonios are prescribed for those who 
die a violont doath. 

Ragi is thoir staple food, and rice is used occasionally 
asa luxury. ‘hoy osohew the meat of uncloven footed ani- 
mals, and of crocadilos, lizards and otber vermin. The 
flosh of sheep, goat, wild oat, mungoose, rabbit, squirrels, 
fisheand deor may be eaten, Of courso they do not touch 
whal remains after use by othor people. Theysdo not 
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believe they would become socially highes if thoy abglain 
from flesh or any other kind of food, 


They eat food edoked with water from the hands of 
Okkaliyas, Kurubas, Gollas, Bédas, Banjigas and Mbda- 
liav’; but they consider’Vaddas, Réyces, Mondarn, [Majgins, 
-Agasas and Korachas as beneath them. Dasavis cat the 
food given by Sanydsis. Modaliyars are said to regard this 
caste with special regard and to foed thom in their housof 
often, ares : ¢@ 

. In respect of going to temples, touching wolls and got- 
ting sorvices of barbers and washernien, they are not dif- 
ferent from the higher classes of non-dvijas, be 

, They follow the ordinary law of inheritaiice, [dtm is 
‘not in vogue among them A widow wishing to temagry 
has to return all the jewels and other property received 
from her deceased hushand to his family Ibis suid that 
in default of heirs, the property of a Sanydsi yoos fo his 
castemen or to Parvata Simhégana Matha, * : 


+ They have a caste constitution consistiff of a Guru! a 
Kulampedda (Seo%X-caste head), a Gudigdédu ov Pajari and 
Buddhivanta or a wise man, — These form a Panchéyat and 
decide all caste disputes. ‘The Kulampedda who is the head of 
the caste weilds extensive executive powers and rogulatos the 
period of begging tours and levies fines on any persous who 
disobey his injunctions, For thefts and othor misdemenn- 
ours these aro punished severely by their own ea&te hondman 
and Sanydsis, as a class, are free [rom any criminal tenden- 
cies, 

Though they worship the idol. of Vonkataramana, Ay 
kame Dévaru and Gangainma and others of (his class, thoy 
are by preference devotegs of Siva in his*varionss forms of 
Veerabhadra, Rudra and Bhairava. To thom siva’s Nandi 
or Bull is sacred and like Lingéyat pricsts they wear ashes 
on their body, tie a wreath of ritdrékshi (the berry of the 
tree Blaescarpus ganitrus) beads to their neck, dress thems, 
selves in kdvi or ochre coloured cloth and carry a canc%nd 
a bell in the hand and with a begging pouch slung andor 
their arms. They are not however Lingdyats and do not 
wear the linga, but are ouly disciples of Lingdyat inathas, 
of which if is said that there ave seventy-two.* 

* The principal of them are :— a 
Srisaile or Sivagiri ° Galisiddappn Matha — Kaveekantappa RH 


Simhasana Matha Nirvanaswami Matha Kavike Basappa \ath® 
Nidumamndi Matha of Muallayyanavava Matha Bababucangire Math® 


Golur Sitappa Matha Kurnve Kallnijayga 
Falavaswagi Motha Sivagangappa Matha and Manappa Matha 


)) 


' 
Before the Kanyési cniers on his hegging profession, 
he #dergovs an initiation ceremony under his Lingdyat 
Ghruywho invests him with the insignia of a mendicant, 
vig. podiq? (bag) beads, ochre coloured cloth, ashes, a conch, a 
bell,*a gourd, a cane anc twisted |hair, The disciple in 
‘return has (o pay some contribution of money annually'to 
his Gurn, : 
Once a your, they worship Akkamma aC oddess of topes. 
Theptijérj is generally a Koracha, and the devotees take 
soffteings of fried Bengal gram, [ried rico, pulses and cocoa- 
‘huts, The: ptjéri lsarns camphor and incense and retuimns* 
dre oatablastas piasdda,” Sometimes a sheep ora goat is 
killod, and women carry an offering of ambattn, sweot rice 
: Hour, ‘hey call this ptija, S888Sya, : 
Gangamma i$ a common villago goddess to which all 
the castes inaluding the Nanydsis show their roverence by 
ene annual jatra, . 


. > The yearly festiva] of Sivardtri is observed with 

eduliar reverenc’, ‘The honse is cleanod, all the members 
a and besmear themselves with ashes In the evening, 
hey koop an, image of a bull and their conch and bell on 
a plank and gvorship thom with flowers, incense and 
offovings of fits gnd unboiled cow gram. In their ecstacy 
they cry aloud and repeat tho namo of Siva turning to- 
wards tho, skies and blowing conch and ringing bells. 
Daring the fight they keep a vigil sitting round a blazing 
firagnd narrating storios of their wanderings The next 
morning they havo a rich broakfast to make wp for the 
previens day’s abstinonco, 1 


They considoy all rivers as sacred and bathe in them 
whenever thoy got achance, 


When they purchase a now cloth they first dedicate it to 
an anthill, the supposed abode of serpents, hofore using it. 


I'hoy bolieve in omens, oracles, and magic and sorcery. 
Thy ofton wear charins (Yantra) against attacks of evil 
spirits. 
These believe that they have boen living all along by Occupation 
mendicaucy and that they are not permitted to practise 
any manual ‘occupation. .ven carrying carth or fuel for 
hiro is considered an offence against the easte, and is pun- 
ished with the fine of a hana, (4 As. 8p.). Pew possess any 
lands and they nevor onltivate them personally. They are 
mostly illiterate, and such as know anything spend their 
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time m singing praises of Viraebhiksha gr of Naraytppa 
Swami, the lattor a j6gi who had gathered a number pf 
followers and built an asylum for thom at Kaivara an fhe 
Chintamam Taluk. 
« Thoy seom to have hadsonfe counection with the Watch 
and: ward of cremation grounds, and it is said by thom 
that one Virabéhu the ancostor of Kulavaig, sucocoded in 
ousting thom and usurping the office. The latter however 
recognise their more ancient right by giving thom a share, of 
the foes collected, 5 
In their begging rounds, thédy Sometimes perform 
foats of magie and jugelery, and they practice divifiation’ 
by, professmg to read the incidonts of Ramayana and 
‘Bharata from a palm leaf book, hey, occasiotally soll. 
drugs of some medicinal virtue for stomach-ache, head. 
ache, jaundice, and scorpion bite. 


Huhits® .. As a class they are indolent and eae $a They 
somke ganja and drink liquor, Begging béing ter 
yrotession, they lead a wandering life and lnake’thair rowady 
principally in the maidan tracts. Their chiof seats iy 
the State are Chintamani, Srinivaspur, Mulbagal, Kolar, 
Maluy, Chikballapur and Goribidnur and pazis of Hassan, 
They do not move with bag and baggage and building 
materials as the Voddas and Korachas, They leave 
their women at home and before starting, copault «among 
themselves as to the direction and probahle period of each. 
man’s wanderings so that his whereabouts may be emily 
learnt. Hach oue is at liberty to chango the directhon of a 
his tour or the country of his peregrinations hut éanxdt 
prolong the period of his return unless détained by sickness 
or other good gronnds. ve fails to dppoar tithin tho 
period otherwise, he is ited by his, Kulapedda and the 
Panchayat and is muloted in‘ fine payable to the caste. 

When pressed byenocessity, ther women may also go 
out for begging, but if they should stay away from iia 
in the night without the company of anothor woman, ‘hey 
are lable to be outcasted. 

_ gtheir houses resemble tho temporary sheds ordinarily 
Built by the raiyat class whon they camp ont during 
plaguo time. ‘I'he shecls are govepally built on‘wasto lands, 
thatched oithor with straw or sugar-cane grass, ; 

Thess Tho men dress themselvos in ochre coloured long coat 
and tie a waist cloth. They should not shave olf their 
mnstachjos or the hair of thy hoad, They do not dress 
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hair but tw§sl 1b into,a rope by applying the milk of 

v other fig tree or some gum. They weara silver 

and a brass ear-ring, Their women wear silvér 

lass bangles, nose ring (%¥8y-8) and a coil of palm leaf 

ir ear-lobes. ‘They thave a string of glass heads 

"% their neck. There 1s no noticeable difleroncg "in 


i 


appearance betweon their women and those of the othr « 
Ibgear classes. 
* ~~ 
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